LIFE   ASSURANCE.

there roust "be an incurable interest. Thus, il a husband
wishes to make a provision for his wife, he will insure not
her life but his own. If, however, he wished to make a
provision for his children,, he might insure his, or her's or
even both. The reason of the adoption of this principle is.,
that without it, opportunities would be given for crime, as
in the case of Wainewright who insured his sister-in-
law's life and then poisoned her, in order as nest of kin to
get the sum assured. It is often very difficult to distin-
guish between suicide and accident, but unless the former
can be conclusively proved, the Company will be held liable.
An important case under this head occurred in France,
where a man who had shortly before insured his life for
150,000 francs in two offices; was found dead in a railway
carriage with a discharged gun between his legs and half of
his skull blown off. Here the medical opinion was to the
effect that death was due to suicide and not to accident,
but still as the former was not conclusively proved, but
only presumed, the office was held to be liable.

The annals of crime contain few more awful tragedies Murder for
than those cases in which murders have been committed in
order to recover insurance policies. The leading cases
are those of Wainewright, William Palmer? and Dr. De le
Pommemis of Paris. Here it is not necessary to do
more than allude to them, since they present no special
features as regards insurance, and come more properly
tinder the heads of poisoning. It is also probable that a
long time will elapse before there will exist the same facilities
for perpetrating such atrocities in India, as at present exist
in England. There can be no doubt that if the system of
insurance were more largely developed in this country,
numerous cases would occur in which persons would be
murdered by those who wish to succeed to the sums for
which their lives were insured, and under present circum-
stances the majority of such cases would be most difficult
to detect.